
Farmer’s Market Clinic Table Committee 2022 Report 

 

Committee Name: Farmer’s Market Clinic Table  2022     Months of Activity: 8 

Contact Person; Debra S. Lauer   dsl2017@peak.org 

Names of Committee Members  Debbie Lauer 

     Don Lauer 

Purpose: of this committee is to provide university-based research horticultural information to the 

citizens of Benton County on site at the Wednesday and Saturday Farmer’s Markets on First street in 

Corvallis. If questions were not answered at the table on site, the questions were documented on 

worksheets and dropped at the office clinic table for follow up. 

Goals: for this year: Re-establish Master Gardener presence at the Farmer’s Market after a two-year 

hiatus due to the COVID epidemic.   

   Train new trainees on desk procedures and introduce them to face to face 

interactions with county residents.  New trainees who still work were the primary participants filling 

trainee spaces.  It must be noted that there were not enough hours available at Farmer’s Market clinic 

tables to enable all those who work to complete their desk hour commitment.  NOTE: For some reason, 

some mentors thought that they would be the persons who worked with their trainees on this clinic 

table since their trainees were not able to work with them in-office.  Unfortunately, they did not realize 

that they needed to sign up to do this.  By the time they did all slots were filled by other individuals.  I 

would have been very happy to have them, but I did not think it was fair to ‘bump’ other veteran MGs 

from their selected dates to accommodate mentor wishes especially since there were no other dates 

available.  I suggest that the mentor coordinator alert mentors of working trainees (who want to work 

with their trainees on these clinic tables) to identify this issue early next year.  Mentors should 

coordinate with this committee chair VERY EARLY in the year to ensure they can work with their trainees 

if desired.  I also feel the need to state that Farmer’s Market training/experience does not cover the 

entirety of in-office training. We give these individuals ‘credit’ for desk hours to accommodate those 

people who work but the Farmers Market experience DOES NOT replace in-office training. 

Events:  1.  26 March.  Ran a clinic table at Winter Market on the County Fairgrounds.  

Advertised upcoming Plant Sale, answering questions, and helped Market Personnel hand out donated 

vegetable seeds to patrons of the Market. Three veteran MGs participated and one trainee in two shifts. 

99 contacts 

  2.  16 April.  Participated in Opening Day of the Farmer’s Market for 2022.  Advertised 

upcoming Plant Sale.  Answered questions, tried to stay warm and dry, and handed out vegetable seeds 

provided by the Extension Office. Two veteran MGs conducted entire market.  251 contacts. 

  3.  7 May.  Conducted Clinic table at the Fairgrounds inside the Solar Barn for the 

duration of the plant sale.  Answered questions about plants and general gardening questions to the 

patrons of the plant sale.  Two Veteran MGs and two trainees participated. 99 contacts 
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  4.  14 May.  Conducted Clinic Table at the Farmer’s Market.  Horrible cold/wet weather 

day.  Two veteran MGs and one trainee participated.  48 Contacts 

  5.  11 June.  Clinic Table at Farmer’s Market. One veteran MG. Four trainees participated 

in two shifts.  Handed out more vegetable seeds and answered numerous questions about growing 

vegetables.  87 contacts. 

  6.  22 June.  First Wednesday Farmer’s Market we participated in. Two veterans and two 

trainees participated in two shifts.  74 contacts. 

  7.  9 July.  Saturday Farmer’s Market.  Led by two veterans and four trainees 

participating, two per shift.  Contacts 85. 

  8.  13 August.  Saturday Farmer’s Market.  One veteran MG with the help of four 

trainees, 2 per shift.  46 Contacts.  Started advertising the jumping worm invasive issue during this 

market.  

  9.  24 August.  Wednesday Market.  Horrible hot day almost no shopper’s at market. 

One veteran and two trainees.  14 Contacts. Started advertising Green Ash Borer invasive information at 

this market. 

  10.  10 September.  Saturday Market.  One veteran MG with 4 trainees.  36 Contacts. 

  11.  24 September.  Wednesday Market. One veteran MG and 4 trainees.  41 contacts. 

  12.  8 October.  Saturday Market.  One Veteran and 4 trainees.  37 Contacts. 

  13.  26 October.  Wednesday Market Two Veterans, 0 trainees.  21 Contacts.  Final clinic 

table of the year. 

Number of Working Meetings:  Zero. 

Number of Contacts:  964 

Number of BCMGA Participants:  18 trainees and veteran MGs participated.  Estimated number 

of MG volunteer hours 191 not counting most of the administrative hours the committee chair spent 

getting it all organized. 

Has the committee made changes this year that made contact or project more efficient or met the 

educational goal better?  Engagement techniques were discussed with all participants to draw the 

attention of people passing by our table and start a conversation. 

Has the committee made any adjustments for special needs participants? Yes.  One veteran MG 

participant had a serious health issue requiring major surgery and continuing therapy.  The committee 

adjusted sign ups to accommodate that person’s absence.  We were very happy to welcome that person 

back when that individual was able to return later in the summer.  


